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Information
Choose Chicago (www.choose
chicago.com) The city’s tourism bureau. 

Emergencies
Police, fi re, ambulance (%911)

Train
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA; 
www.transitchicago.com) Operates the 
elevated/subway train system (aka the 
El). It will get you to most sights, hotels 
and business districts.
Metra (www.metrarail.com) Commuter 
trains traverse 12 routes that serve the 
suburbs.

Bus
Chicago Transit Authority (www.transit
chicago.com) CTA buses follow major 
arterial roads.
PACE (www.pacebus.com) Suburban bus 
system that connects with city transport.

Taxi
Flash Cab (%773-561-1444; 
www.fl ashcab.com) 
Yellow Cab (%312-829-4222; 
www.yellowcabchicago.com)

Bicycle Hire
Divvy (www.divvybikes.com) Bike-sharing 
program with around 400 stations.
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MUST-SEE HIGHLIGHTS

LINCOLN PARK
The neighborhood gets its name 
from this park, Chicago’s largest. 
The park's 1200 acres stretch for 6 
miles, and its many lakes, trails and 
paths make it an excellent place for 
recreation. (g151)

JOHN HANCOCK 
CENTER
This lakeside building rises high in 
the sky. Ascend to the 96th-floor 
lounge, order a cocktail and watch 
the city sparkle all around you. It’s 
especially lovely at night. (%888-
875-8439; www.jhochicago.com; 875 N 
Michigan Ave; mRed Line to Chicago)

Grant Park Orchestra (J13) In summer, top-notch 
musicians from symphonies worldwide put on free classical 
concerts at Millennium Park’s Pritzker Pavilion.

Water Tower (H7) The tower contains the free City Gallery, 
showcasing Chicago-themed works by local photographers 
and artists; it's well worth a peek.

Oak Street Beach (J5) Bathe in the shadow of skyscrapers.

Chicago Cultural Center (H13) Art exhibitions 
and foreign fi lms, jazz and electronic dance-
music concerts, building tours – all free!

Water Tower (H7) One of the few downtown survivors of 
the 1871 Great Chicago Fire today houses the City Gallery.

Haymarket Square (B12) The odd bronze statue of guys on 
a wagon marks the spot where the world’s labor movement 
began.

St Valentine’s Day Massacre Site (N4) Al Capone’s thugs 
killed seven members of Bugs Moran’s gang here.

Tribune Tower (H10) The neo-gothic cloud-poker is inlaid 
with stones from the Taj Mahal, Parthenon and more.

Rookery (F15) Frank Lloyd Wright gave the atrium a 
light-fi lled prairie-style renovation that features ‘fl oating’ 
staircases.

Driehaus Museum (G8) A Gilded Age manor with three 
fl oors of gorgeous decorative arts and 
stained glass.

Girl & the Goat (A12) Rockin’ ambience and dishes starring 
the titular animal.

Xoco (F10) Celeb chef Rick Bayless’ Mexican street-
food hut.

Giordano’s (H8) Deep-dish pizza on steroids, with 
awesomely bulked-up crust.

Hendrickx Belgian Bread Crafter (H6) Buttery waffl  es and 
dark-chocolate croissants.

Northerly Island (N21) The prairie-grassed park has 
walking trails, fi shing and bird-watching.

Maggie Daley Park (K13) Blow off  steam at the rock-
climbing wall, ice-skating ribbon, mini-golf course and 
whimsical playgrounds.

North Avenue Beach (P6) Party time at the boathouse and 
on the volleyball courts.

Chicago Bears (K21) Prepare your Mike 
Ditka mustache and get ready for a whopping 
tailgate party at Soldier's Field.

Second City (N7) The improv theater bastion that launched 
many a career.

Chicago Symphony Orchestra (H15) World renowned, with 
a smokin’ brass section.

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago (J13) Foremost modern 
troupe in town.

Buddy Guy’s Legends (H17) The iconic 
bluesman’s club puts the best bands on stage.

GETTING AROUND

The El (a system of elevated/
subway trains) is the main 
way to get around. Buses are also useful. Buy a day pass 
for $10 at El stations. The Chicago Transit Authority (www.
transitchicago.com) has El and bus schedules on its 
website, as well as a useful trip-planning feature (which 
basically harnesses Google). Or click 'Transit Tracker' to fi nd 
out when the next train or bus is due to arrive.

Train El trains are fast, frequent and ubiquitous. Red and 
Blue Lines operate 24/7; others run between 4am and 1am.

Bus Buses cover areas that the El misses. Most run at least 
from early morning until 10pm; some go later. Some don't 
run on weekends.

Taxi Easy to fi nd downtown, north to Andersonville and west 
to Wicker Park/Bucktown – but costly.

Boat Water taxis travel along the river and lakefront and 
off er a fun way to reach the Museum Campus or Chinatown.

Bicycle Abundant rental shops and the Divvy bike-share 
program make cycling an option.

O'Hare International Airport The Blue Line El train ($5) 
runs 24/7. Trains depart every 10 minutes or so; they reach 
the city center in 40 minutes. Shuttle vans cost $32, taxis 
around $50.

Chicago Midway Airport The Orange Line El train ($3) runs 
between 4am and 1am. Trains depart every 10 minutes or 
so; they reach downtown in 30 minutes. Shuttle vans cost 
$27; taxis cost $35 to $40.

Union Station All trains arrive here, and Megabus arrives 
a block away. For onward transportation, the Blue Line 
Clinton stop is a few blocks south (not a great option at 
night). The Brown, Orange, Purple and Pink Line station at 
Quincy is about a half-mile east. 

CHICAGO SHORT LIST
HISTORY BUFFS

BARGAIN HUNTERS

ARCHITECTURE-LOVERS
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CULTURE VULTURES
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ARRIVING IN CHICAGO

NAVY PIER
Half-mile-long Navy Pier is Chicago’s 
most-visited attraction. Its charms 
revolve around the cool breezes and 
sweet views, especially from the 
150ft Ferris wheel. (%312-595-7437; 
www.navypier.com; 600 E Grand Ave; 
mRed Line to Grand, then trolley)

MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART
You never know what will be showing 
from the collection, but it’ll prob-
ably be unorthodox and boundary-
smashing. Minimalist, surrealist 
and conceptual photography works 
are the strong suits. (mRed Line to 
Chicago) 

CHICAGO THEATRE
Everyone from Duke Ellington to 
Prince has taken the stage here over 
the years. The real show-stopper, 
though, is the opulent French ba-
roque architecture. (%312-462-6363; 
www.thechicagotheatre. com; 175 N State 
St; mBrown, Orange, Green, Purple, Pink 
Line to State/Lake)

ART INSTITUTE OF 
CHICAGO
The Art Institute houses a treasure 
trove from around the globe. The 
collection of impressionist and 
post-impressionist paintings is 
second only to those in France, and 
the number of surrealist works is 
tremendous. (%312-443-3600; www.
artic.edu; 111 S Michigan Ave)

MAGNIFICENT MILE
Spanning Michigan Ave between the 
river and Oak St, the Mag Mile is Chi-
cago’s much-touted upscale shop-
ping strip, where Bloomingdale’s, 
Neiman Marcus and Saks will lighten 
your wallet. (www.themagnificentmile.
com; N Michigan Ave)

MILLENNIUM PARK
It’s the playful heart of the city, shin-
ing with whimsical public art. Unfurl 
a blanket by Frank Gehry’s swooping 
Jay Pritzker Pavilion as the sun dips 
and music fills the twilight air. (%312-
742-1168; www.millenniumpark.org; 201 
E Randolph St; mBrown, Orange, Green, 
Purple, Pink Line to Randolph)

WILLIS TOWER
The 103rd-floor Skydeck puts you 
1454ft up in the clouds. Glass-floored 
ledges jut out in midair and give a 
knee-buckling perspective straight 
down. And the view sweeps over 
four states. (%312-875-9696; www.the-
skydeck.com; 233 S Wacker Dr; mBrown, 
Orange, Purple, Pink Line to Quincy)

FIELD MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY
The collection here is mammoth 
and all-encompassing, ranging from 
the world’s largest Tyrannosaurus 
rex and the world’s largest (stuffed) 
man-eating lion to a slew of mum-
mies, gemstones and totem poles. 
(g 146, 130)

Cross walk pedestrian crossing

Downtown city center

Freeway motorway

Gas, gasoline petrol

Highway main road

Hood car bonnet

Intersection crossroads

Parking lot place to park your car, dotted with 
rows of parking meters

Pavement road

Sidewalk pavement

Trunk car boot

Appetizer fi rst course

Bodega corner market

Candy sweets

Check bill

Chips crisps

Entree main course

French fries chips

Half and half a mixture of half cream and half whole 
milk commonly served with coff ee

Pop, soda, soda pop soft drink

Regular cup of coff ee with milk no sugar

TRANSPORT

FOOD & DRINK

5 Precursor to modern skyscraper design, 
the Reliance Building houses Hotel 
Burnham. Capone’s dentist drilled teeth in 
what’s now room 809.

9 The gothic, eye-popping Tribune 
Tower contains chunks of the Taj Mahal, 
Parthenon and other famous structures 
embedded in the lower walls.

6 Untitled, created by Pablo Picasso, 
is ensconced in Daley Plaza. Bird/dog/
woman? You decide.

2 Step into the Rookery – a historic 1888 
landmark building with a lobby remodeled 
by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1905.

7 The exquisite interior of the Chicago 
Cultural Center is modeled on the Doge’s 
Palace in Venice and Palazzo Vecchio in 
Florence.

8 The 1920s Wrigley Building is one of 
Chicago’s finest architectural works.

1 The Chicago Board of Trade is where 
futures and options get swapped inside a 
stunning art-deco building.

3 The Art Institute of Chicago features 
famous works including Grant Wood’s 
American Gothic and Inventions of the 
Monsters by Salvador Dalí. 

Classic Photo of the lion statues in 
front of the Art Institute of Chicago

ART OF THE CITY 
This tour swoops through the Loop, 
highlighting Chicago’s revered art and 
architecture, with a visit to Al Capone’s 
dentist thrown in for good measure.

Start Chicago Board of Trade
Distance 3 miles
Duration 2 hours

Take a Break: Gage is a good spot 
for lunch or a drink in classy 
surroundings.

4 Millennium Park is home to Cloud 
Gate (aka ‘the Bean’), human-gargoyle 
fountains and other contemporary 
designs.

STREETS 

D

Dan Ryan Expwy 
A12-B21

Dwight D 
Eisenhower 
Expwy A16

E

E 11th St G19
E 13th St J20
E 8th St G18
E 9th St G18
E Adams St 

G14
E Balbo Ave 

K17
E Banks St G3
E Bellevue Pl 

G5
E Burton Pl G2
E Cedar St G5
E Chestnut St 

G7
E Chicago Ave 

J7
E Congress Pkwy 

G16

E Delaware Pl 
G6

E Division St 
G4

E Elm St G5
E Erie St J8
E Goethe St 

G3
E Grand Ave J9
E Harrison St 

G17
E Hubbard St 

G10
E Huron St J8
E Illinois St 

G10-J10
E Jackson Blvd 

G15-J15
E Kinzie St G10
E Lake Shore 

Dr J6
E Lake St H12
E Madison St 

G13
E McFetridge Dr 

K20
E Monroe St 

G14-K14
E North Blvd 

G1;O7

E North Water 
St K10

E Oak St G6
E Ohio St J9
E Ontario St J9
E Pearson St G7
E Randolph St 

J12
E Roosevelt Rd 

H19
E Schiller St G3
E Scott St G4
E Solidarity Dr 

M20
E South Water 

St H11
E Superior St 

J8
E Van Buren St 

G15
E Wacker Dr 

K11
E Wacker Pl 

H11
E Walton St G6
E Washington St 

H13

G

Garland Ct H12

H

Harbor Dr L12

J

John F Kennedy 
Expwy B9

L

Lake Bike Path 
P6

Lakefront Trail 
K7-K16; N1

N

N Astor St 
G2-G4

N Cambridge Ave 
C5-C7

N Cannon Dr 
N2-P6

N Clark St F1-F13; 
M3-O6

N Cleveland Ave 
C2-C7

N Clinton St 
C11-C13

N Clybourn Ave 
A2-C4

N Columbus Dr 
J12

N Crosby St B5
N Dearborn St 

F2-G13
N Desplaines St 

B10-B12
N Dewitt Pl J6
N Fairbanks Ct J9
N Fern Ct M6
N Franklin St 

E9-E13
N Halsted St 

A2-A5
N Howe St B5
N Hudson Ave 

C2-C7
N Jefferson St 

B11-B12
N Kingsbury St 

B6-C9
N Lake Shore 

Dr H2-L13; N1; 
O2-P5

N Lakeview Ave 
M2

N Larrabee St 
B2-B5

N LaSalle Dr 
E1; O7

N LaSalle St 
F5-F13

N Lincoln Ave 
N5

N Lincoln Park W 
N3-N6

N McClurg Ct 
K9

N McClurg Ct 
K10

N Michigan Ave 
H6-H11

N Michigan Ave 
(Magnificent 
Mile) H10

N Mies van der 
Rohe Way J7

N Milwaukee Ave 
A10; C11

N Mohawk St 
C2-C7

N New St K10
N North Park 

Ave D2
N Orleans St 

D2-D9; N5; N6
N Rush St G5-H9
N Sedgwick St 

D2-D7; N6
N St Clair St J9

N State Pkwy 
G3

N State St 
G4-G13

N Stetson Ave 
J12

N Stockton Dr 
M2-N4

N Stone St H4
N Union Ave B10
N Wabash Ave 

G9-H13
N Wacker Dr D12
N Wells St E2-

E13; N6
N West Water 

St C11
N Wieland St E2

P

Penton Pl G12

S

S Canal St 
C14-D17

S Clark St 
F14-F21

S Clinton St 
C17-C21

S Columbus Dr 
J14-J20

S Dearborn St 
G14-G17

S Desplaines St 
B15-B17

S Federal St 
F17-G21

S Financial Pl 
E16-F17

S Franklin St E13
S Halsted St 

A21
S Holden Ct 

G17
S Indiana Ave 

J20-J21
S Jefferson St 

C15-C21
S Lake Shore Dr 

K18-K20
S LaSalle St 

F14-F17
S Linn White Dr 

N21
S Lumber St E21
S Michigan Ave 

H14-H21
S Museum 

Campus Dr L21

S Plymouth Ct 
G17-G21

S Riverside Plaza 
D14

S State St 
G14-G21

S Union Ave B21
S Wabash Ave 

H14-H21
S Wacker Dr 

D14
S Wells St E14-

E17

W

W 9th St G18
W Adams St 

C14-E14
W Armitage Ave 

M5
W Belden Ave M3
W Blackhawk 

St C2
W Burton Pl 

E2; F2
W Cabrini St C18
W Calhoun Pl 

D13
W Chestnut St 

D7-F7

W Chicago Ave 
A7-F7

W Concord Pl 
N6

W Congress 
Pkwy E16-F16

W Delaware Pl 
F6

W Dickens Ave 
M4

W Diversey Pkwy 
M1

W Division St 
A4-F4

W Elm St C5; 
D5; F5

W Erie St A9; 
C8-D8

W Eugenie St N6
W Evergreen 

Ave D3
W Fullerton Pkwy 

N3
W Fulton St B11
W Goethe St 

D3-F3
W Grand Ave 

A9-F9
W Harrison St 

A16-F16

W Hill St D5
W Hobbie St B5
W Hubbard St 

D10-F10
W Huron St 

C8-D8
W Illinois St 

D10-F10
W Institute Pl D7
W Jackson Blvd 

A15-F15
W Kinzie St 

A10-F10
W La Salle Dr 

O6
W Lake St 

A12-G12
W Locust St D6
W Madison St 

A13-F13
W Maple St F5
W Marble Pl F14
W Menomonee 

St N6
W Monroe St 

A14-G14
W North Ave 

A1; N7
W North Blvd 

F1; O7

W Oak St C6-F6
W Ohio St A9; 

G9
W Ontario St 

C9-F9
W Polk St 

A18-F17
W Quincy St 

E15
W Randolph St 

A12-F12
W Roosevelt Rd 

A19-E19
W Schiller St 

D3-F3
W Scott St 

A4-B4; E4
W Sullivan St C3
W Superior St 

C8-D8
W Taylor St 

A18-C18
W Van Buren St 

A16-F15
W Wacker Dr 

E11
W Walton St 

D6; F6
W Washington St 

B13-D13

W Wayman St 
B11

W Webster Ave 
M4

W Willow St N6
W Wisconsin 

St M5

TRANSPORT-
ATION 

Water Taxi 

Chicago 
Architecture 
Foundation 
Boat Tour Dock 
H11

Chicago Water 
Taxi, LaSalle St 
Stop F11

Chicago Water 
Taxi, Michigan 
Ave Stop H10

Chicago Water 
Taxi, Ogilvie/
Union Stop D13

Metra Electric/
South Shore 
Line J17

Shoreline Water 
Taxi to Shedd 
Aquarium 
N10

Shoreline Water 
Taxi to Willis 
Tower M10

Shoreline Water 
Taxi, Michigan 
Ave Stop H10

Shoreline Water 
Taxi, Shedd 
Stop L19

Shoreline Water 
Taxi, Willis To-
wer Stop D15

Railway 
Stations 

Chicago – La-
Salle St Station 
(Metra) F16

Chicago – 
Millennium 
Station (Metra) 
H12

Chicago – Ogilvie 
Transportation 
Center (Metra) 
C13

Chicago – Union 
Station (Metra) 
D15

Museum 
Campus/ 11th 
St (Metra) J19

Van Buren St 
(Metra) J15

Metro Stations 

Adams/Wabash 
H14

Chicago E7; G7
Clark/ Division 

F4
Clark/Lake F12
Clinton C12; C16
Grand A9; G9
Grand A9
H W Library 

G15
Harrison G17
Jackson G15
Lake G12
LaSalle F16
LaSalle/ Van 

Buren F15
Merchandise 

Mart E11
Monroe F14; G14

Quincy E15
Randolph/

Wabash G12
Roosevelt G19
Sedgwick D1; 

N7
State/Lake G12
Washington G13
Washington/ 

Wells E13

NEIGHBOR-
HOODS

Cabrini-Green 
C5

Central Station 
H20

Dearborn Park 
F19

Gold Coast F3
Illinois Center 

H12
Museum 

Campus K20
Navy Pier M9
Near North F8
River North 

Gallery District 
C8

South Loop 
G18

Streeterville J9
The Loop G13

SIGHTS 
360° Chicago 

H6
Adler 

Planetarium 
N20

Alfred Caldwell 
Lily Pool N3

Ann Nathan 
Gallery E8

Aqua Tower J11
Archbishop’s 

Residence G1
Art Institute of 

Chicago H14
Batcolumn B13
BP Bridge J13
Buckingham 

Fountain K16
Buddy Guy’s 

Legends H17
Carl Hammer 

Gallery E7
Centennial 

Fountain K10

Charnley-Persky 
House G3

Chicago 
Architecture 
Foundation 
H15

Chicago Bears 
K21

Chicago Board of 
Trade F15

Chicago 
Children’s 
Museum N9

Chicago Cultural 
Center H13

Chicago Design 
Museum G13

Chicago Federal 
Center G15

Chicago Fire 
Academy C19

Chicago History 
Museum O6

Chicago Spire 
L10

Chicago Sports 
Museum H7

Chicago 
Symphony 
Orchestra H15

Chicago Theatre 
G12

City Gallery H7
Cloud Gate H13
Copernicus 

Statue N20
Couch 

Mausoleum O6
Crown Fountain 

H14
Cyrus 

McCormick 
Mansion G2

Daley Plaza F13
Dearborn St 

Station G18
Driehaus 

Museum G8
Farm-in-the-Zoo 

O5
Field Museum of 

Natural History 
K20

Fine Arts 
Building H16

Flamingo F15
Fort Dearborn 

Station F9
Four Seasons 

F14

Fullerton Beach 
O2

Giordano’s H8
Girl and the Goat 

A12
Grant Park K16
Grant Park 

Orchestra J13
Green City 

Market O6
Great Lawn J13
Harold 

Washington 
Library Center 
G16

Haymarket 
Square B12

Hendrickx 
Belgian Bread 
Crafter H6

Holy Name 
Cathedral 
G8

Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago 
J13

International 
Museum of 
Surgical 
Science G2

John Hancock 
Center 
H6

Kluczynski 
Building F15

Lincoln Park O6
Lincoln Park 

Conservatory 
N3

Lincoln Park 
Zoo O4

Lurie Garden 
J14

Maggie Daley 
Park K13

Magnificent 
Mile H8

Marina City G11
Marquette 

Building F14
Marshall Field 

Building G13
Merchandise 

Mart E11
Mergenthaler 

Lofts G16
Millennium Park 

J13
Miró’s Chicago 

F13

Monadnock 
Building F15

Money Museum 
F15

Monument 
with Standing 
Beast F12

Museum of 
Broadcast 
Communi-
cations G10

Museum of 
Contempo-
rary Art J7

Museum of 
Contemporary 
Photography 
H17

Navy Pier N9
Navy Pier 

Carousel N9
Navy Pier Ferris 

Wheel N9
Newberry 

Library F6
Nichols 

Bridgeway 
J14

North Avenue 
Beach P6

Northerly Island 
N21

Oak Street 
Beach J5

Old St Patrick’s 
Church B14

Olmec Head 
No 8 L20

Original Playboy 
Mansion G3

Peggy 
Notebaert 
Nature 
Museum N2

Poetry 
Foundation 
F8

Pontiac Building 
G16

Pritzker Pavilion 
J13

Reliance 
Building G13

Richard Norton 
Gallery E11

Riverwalk H11
Rookery F15
Route 66 Sign 

H14
Santa Fe 

Building H15
Second City N7

Second Franklin 
Building G17

Shedd 
Aquarium L19

Soldier Field 
K21

St Valentine’s 
Day Massacre 
Site N4

Standing 
Lincoln 
Sculpture O6

Sullivan Center 
G13

Sundial N20
Tribune Tower 

H10
Trump Tower 

G11
Union Station 

C15
Untitled F13
Washington 

Square F6
Water Tower H7
Water Works 

Pumping 
Station H7

Willis Tower E15
Wrigley Building 

H10
Xoco F10

J13

H14

H6

G12

O6

K20

J7

H8

M9

E15

1TOP SIGHTS kWALKING TOUR
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